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CHAPTER:  Security and Control        

 
SUBJECT:  Contraband Control 

 
I. PURPOSE:  To ensure the early detection and confiscation of contraband. 
 
II. POLICY:  To ensure the safety and security of all persons within the Detention and Corrections 

(D&C) Division, all incoming items will be inspected for contraband.  Additionally, unannounced 
searches of the facility and inmates will be conducted to ensure no unauthorized items are possessed.  
If contraband is located, its disposition will be handled in accordance with Agency guidelines.  The 
language in this Policy and Procedure shall be made available to all staff and inmates via the Policy 
and Procedure and Inmate Rules and Information Handbook, respectively.   

 
III. DEFINITION:  Contraband is any item or article in the possession of an inmate, visitor, or found 

within the facility that has not been officially issued, purchased in commissary, or approved by an 
appropriate staff member.  Contraband is also anything not authorized to be in a D&C facility.  
Dangerous contraband includes, but is not limited to the following: 
 
A. Deadly weapons or dangerous instruments 
 
B. Any device or instrument for use in making, attempting, or aiding an escape 
 
C. Drugs or intoxicating substances or paraphernalia to administer and/or manufacture such 

substances 
 

IV. PROCEDURE: 
 

A. All personal items, except prescription eye glasses and legal paperwork, will be taken from 
prisoners when they arrive.  Prescription medication will be forwarded to medical personnel. 

 
B. Inmates entering either Glenn E. Dyer Detention Facility (GEDDF) or Santa Rita Jail (SRJ) will 

be searched in accordance with current law and the guidelines set forth in Policy and Procedure 
11.03, “Inmate Body Cavity Searches – Body Cavity, Strip and Visual Pat.” 

 
1. Inmates may be searched at any time. 
2. Metal detector searches will be conducted on all persons prior to entering the visiting area. 
3. All supplies entering any security area will be thoroughly searched prior to any inmate 

contact. 
4. All areas that inmates have access to will be searched on a regular basis. 
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5. Deputies will prevent inmates from passing items into other pods. 

 
C. HANDLING AND DISPOSAL OF CONTRABAND: 

 
1. Staff will immediately confiscate all contraband upon discovery. 
 
2. Contraband with evidentiary value will be labeled, tagged, and placed into evidence. 

Examples of this type of evidence: 
 

a. Weapons 
b. Controlled substances 
c. Paraphernalia 

 
3. In all cases where contraband is kept as evidence, Policy and Procedure 8.21, “Evidence 

Processing,” will be strictly adhered to. 
 
4. In cases where contraband has no evidentiary value, the following procedures will apply: 

 
a. If the contraband is facility property, it will be returned to the appropriate area. 
 
b. If the contraband is determined to be the property of the inmate, and has monetary value, 

the items will be placed in the inmate’s property.  The inmate will then be issued a 
property receipt for the items, which he/she can claim upon release.  Perishable food 
items will be discarded. 

 
c. All other contraband will be disposed of at the direction of the Watch Commander or on-

duty sergeant. 
 

D. REPORTS: 
 

1. A crime report shall be written when items are placed into evidence and criminal charges are 
pending. 

 
2. In all other instances, an incident report will be written when contraband is found. 

 
3. The Classification Unit will log weapons, controlled substances or paraphernalia found 

during searches on the Contraband Log.   
 

E. CONTRABAND FOUND ON VISITORS:  
 

1. If any weapons, controlled substances, or paraphernalia are found on a visitor, it will be 
confiscated and the visitor will be detained pending investigation. 

 
2. At GEDDF, if the visitor in possession of contraband is determined to have violated the law, 

he/she will be detained until the Oakland Police Department is notified and arrives.  
 

3. At SRJ, if the visitor in possession of contraband is determined to have violated the law,  
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he/she will be arrested and taken to the law enforcement lobby in Intake, Transfer and 
Release to be processed. 

 
4. All evidence will be processed in the same fashion as described above and a crime report will 

be written. 
 
5. If the contraband is not illegal to possess, sell, or furnish to an inmate, the contraband will be 

seized and the visitor will be removed from the facility. 
 
6. All seized contraband will be placed into evidence and an incident report will be written. 

 
F. The Watch Commander shall be notified in all instances when contraband is discovered.  


