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CHAPTER:  Inmate Services and Programs       
     

 
SUBJECT:  Recreation and Inmate Activity          
                      Program and Planning 

 
I. PURPOSE:  To establish a recreation and activities program for inmates. 
 
II. POLICY:  The facility shall provide a comprehensive recreational and activities program that 

includes leisure time activities comparable to those within the community.   
 

A. Except when dictated by situations or events threatening the security and safety of the facility, 
staff and/or inmates, all inmates shall have access to recreational opportunities and equipment 
including one hour of daily physical exercise and/or leisure time outside their cell and outdoors 
when weather permits. 

 
B. Facilities and equipment shall be maintained in good condition, suitable for planned leisure 

activities in proportion to the inmate population.  The areas immediately in front of cells are not 
considered exercise areas for the purpose of this section. 
 

C. Leisure interests of the inmate population will be surveyed annually. 
 

III. PROCEDURE: 
 

A. INMATE PARTICIPATION:  Inmates may participate in approved recreational and leisure 
time activities when adequate supervision of the event is provided, and is consistent with the 
security needs of the inmate.  Approval for activities shall be given by the Inmate Services’ 
lieutenant and recreation supervisor in conjunction with the facility’s commanding officer and 
the on-duty watch commander.    

 
B. ACCESS TO RECREATION AND ACTIVITY PROGRAMS AT THE GLENN E. DYER 

DETENTION FACILITY (GEDDF): 
 

1. Indoor Recreation:  Inmates incarcerated at the GEDDF shall have access to a variety of 
small games (chess, checkers, cards, etc.) which have been supplied to each housing unit. 
 
a. Games will only be used in pods and the dayroom and are not to be taken inside cells or 

outdoors.  
b. The recreation supervisor or his/her designee will order games when needed.  When 

games become old and worn out they will be discarded.  Small games such as dominoes, 
chess, and playing cards are considered short-life items.  
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2. Outdoor Recreation:  Inmates shall have access to a large recreation area, located on the top 
floor of the GEDDF.  
 
a. Recreational equipment and supplies for the yard will be under the security and control 

of the recreation supervisor, his/her designee, and/or deputies. 
 
b. Yard equipment will be given to inmates only during yard time and is to be returned 

before leaving the yard. 
 

3. At the discretion of the recreation supervisor, special events will occur in the recreation 
yard.  Special events may include team competition, specialized sport training, and holiday 
programs 

 
C. ACCESS TO RECREATION AND ACTIVITY PROGRAMS AT THE SANTA RITA JAIL 

(SRJ): 
 

1. Indoor Recreation:  Inmates incarcerated at the SRJ shall have access to a variety of small 
games (chess, checkers, cards, etc.) which have been supplied to each housing unit. 

 
a. Games will only be used in pods and dayrooms and are not to be taken inside cells or 

outdoors.   
 
b. The recreation supervisor will order games when needed.  When games become old and 

worn out they will be discarded. 
 

2. Quasi-Outdoor Recreation:  All housing units have an outdoor security yard.  Maximum-, 
medium-, and special handling units will utilize this area for outdoor recreation. 
Recreational equipment for yard use will be stored in a locked closet within the yard. 
 

3. Outdoor Recreation: Minimum-security inmates are provided with a large open yard 
adjacent to minimum-security housing units. 
  
a. Recreational equipment and supplies for the large yard will be under the security and 

control of the recreation supervisor or his/her designee. 
 
b. Yard equipment will be available for inmate use during scheduled yard times. 

 
4. Special Events:  At the discretion of the recreation supervisor, special events will occur in 

the gymnasium.  Special events may include team competition, specialized sport training, 
and holiday programs.  The recreation supervisor will seek the approval of the Inmate 
Services’ lieutenant, the facility’s commanding officer, and the on-duty watch commander.  

 
D. PROGRAM EVALUATION:  The recreation supervisor shall conduct and submit to the Inmate 

Services’ lieutenant, an annual evaluation of the leisure time program and recreational 
activities. This evaluation shall include 

 
1. Review of facility goals and accomplishments regarding the recreation and activities 

program. 
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2. Assessment of the inmates’ interests in leisure time and recreational areas. 
 
3. Examination of records related to department activities. These activities should include the 

following: 
 

a. Softball (SRJ only) 
b. Basketball 
c. Volleyball 
d. Sporting competitions 
e. Holiday activities 
f. Musical groups 
g. Arts and Crafts  

 
E. FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT: 

 
1. The recreation supervisor shall submit a plan for replacement and renewal of the equipment 

used for recreation and leisure activities to the Inmate Services’ lieutenant, annually, in 
conjunction with the fiscal budget. 

 
2. The plan for replacement and renewal of equipment shall ensure adequate availability of 

program supplies through consideration of anticipated changes in the inmate population.  
This plan shall include the following considerations: 

 
a. Recreation yard 
b. Basketball courts 
c. Gymnasium (SRJ only) 
d. Handball court 
e. Television areas 
f. Programs for special handling inmates 
g. Programs for physically impaired inmates 
h. Arts and craft supplies 


