UC Hastings College of the Law
California Constitutional Literacy Initiative (Community Law Program)
6.1.13 Draft Syllabus (Not For Circulation)
Class Information
Location: 198 McAllister, Seminar Room B1 
Meets: Tuesday 03:30PM – 06:50PM
Grading: pass fail. Credit: 3 units. Satisfies professional skills requirement. 
Contact
Professor: Caitlin Kelly Henry



TA:
Email: ckh@caitlinkellyhenry.com



Email: ccli@uchastings.edu
Phone: (510) 277-2025




Phone:
Office Hours: Before and after class
Initiative Background
This program gives talented law students an extraordinary opportunity: the chance to teach a course about the Constitution, civic participation, and education. After training in pedagogy and collaboration methods, students teach weekly in Bay Area high school classrooms and jails, running their own classes in cooperation with on site-staff and teachers. Students also participate in a weekly seminar and perform research related to the substantive areas of law, including constitutional and civil rights law, criminal law and procedure, education law, and family law. This enhances students’ ability to communicate legal principles to a lay audience and to master complex principles of law. 
Professor Approach
This is a professional skills seminar. The seminar will be conducted similar to a legal clinic.  We will treat your teaching placement similar to a clinic field placement. We will analogize work with your students to work with clients. We will utilize a client centered collaborative lawyering approach to working with your students. 

It is my intention to increase your skills, knowledge, and ability to work with members of subordinated and marginalized communities, whether they be your students, clients, constituents, or allies. I intend to emphasize the development of lawyering practices and educational practices that focus on the process, not merely the outcome. Ideally you will learn approaches intended to engender feelings of dignity, respect, agency, and empowerment in your students and clients. This in turn should build their power and confidence in “civic engagement” the hallmark of the Constitutional Literacy Initiative. 
Seminar Classroom Approach  
The seminar will be taught through Professor and guest lecturers, seminar participant presentations, and seminar style round table discussion. Initially, the Professor will lead discussion on pedagogical theories and practices. Then the seminar will shift to be student led, with students selecting homework and lecturing. 

Students will work in pairs or groups selected by placement location. Each week teams will prepare and submit a brief lesson plan based on mutually agreed upon topic(s). There will be a template for the plan that will likely include: topic, timing, desired goals/outcomes, methods for making context accessible for each learning style (audio, visual, tactile, etc.), and self-assessment and pupil-assessment methods. 

One or two groups will make presentations on the topic. One group will focus on teaching it to high school students one will focus on teaching it to incarcerated people. These presentations will form the basis for that week’s discussion. Presenters will receive feedback from other students during the discussion and other students will benefit from the opportunity to refine their lesson plan on the topic. 

Then teams will implement their lesson plans on site. After each on-site teaching session, each team will be required to submit field notes evaluating their execution of the lesson plan. 
Objective of Class
To acquaint students with methods of teaching legal subjects to diverse populations and in school and custodial settings.  Increase student employment prospects for positions that require oration, presentation giving, facilitation, and curriculum planning. 
Knowledge and Understanding Outcomes
Upon completion of this seminar students will:

1. Have knowledge of the main areas of substantive law covered in their pair’s or group’s unique Constitutional Literacy Initiative curriculum.

2. Understand how to make complex legal issues accessible to people from diverse backgrounds.
Ability Outcomes
Upon completion of this seminar students will be able to:

1. Be versed and effective in methods for teaching people with diverse learning styles.

2. Advise high school students, inmates, prisoners, law students, and the general public on their constitutional and civil rights and liberties, and basic operations of the US legal systems.
Assessments
As this Initiative is an exercise in collaborative learning, assessments are a key part of the seminar. Seminar students will be assessed numerous times and through numerous methods including: self-evaluation, teaching partner evaluation, on-site partner evaluation, pupil evaluation, on-site TA/Professor observation, TA evaluation, and Professor evaluation. 

Participation Expectations:

· Effective discussion presupposes attendance and adequate preparation.

· Challenge opinions you do not agree with by offering your opinion with supporting ideas/facts and where possible identify the source material on which you base the opinion.

· Respect the contributions of others by listening and responding. 

· Ask questions and describe dilemmas with the material, site placement, and class discussion.

Professor Evaluation criteria include:

· Criteria Indicative of Passing Grade:

· Demonstrable preparation effort

· Responding intelligently and respectfully to comments of your classmates and your students 

· Asking relevant questions that interest class members 

· Drawing links between the readings and personal or on site experiences  

· Providing new perspectives 

· Criteria Indicative of A Failing Grade:

· Demonstrable lack of preparation

· Lack of respect of classmates or students 

· Dominating discussions 

· Constant Silence/Indifference
Online Course Tools
· Class listserv. 

· An initial scheduling matrix for each student to complete so we can make teaching pairs and placements with sites (schools and jails). 

· A file sharing system for sharing curriculum and resources. 
Hastings Policies


Reimbursement 


Accommodation
Disability

Religion
Draft Schedule
	
	Topic/Activity
	Assignments (Complete for following week) 

	Before first class
	
	Send tentative schedules to TA

Survey: Where you would like to teach (school vs. jail, SF vs. Oakland)? Transportation?

Reading & writing assignment 1 (see below)

	Aug 20
	Review Syllabus

Discuss Add/Drop

Q & A

Guest Lecturers: Past Students

Icebreaker
	Add drop period

Meet with potential site placement 

Reading & writing assignment 2 (see below)



	Sept 3
	Ground Rules 

Review Syllabus 

Discuss Placements

Anti-Oppression Principles 

Pedagogy Lesson 1: interactive exercise in learning styles.
	Add drop period

Send final schedules to TA

Meet with potential site placement 

Reading & writing assignment 3 (see below)

	Sept 10
	Review Syllabus 

Discuss Placements 

Pedagogy Lesson 2

Break out groups: curriculum development.

Rank and Agree on Topics 1-6.

Agree on group presentation dates.
	Site placement draft schedule complete. 

Research and prioritize lesson topics. 

Reading & writing assignment 4 (see below)  

	Sept 17
	Review Syllabus 

Discuss Placements 

Pedagogy Lesson 3

Guest Lecture (Lillian)
	Site placement final schedule complete. 

Complete MOU between each site and team.

Draft curriculum to site placement.

Agree on date for observation from TA. 

Reading & writing assignment 5 (see below)

	Sept 24
	Discuss Placements

Exercise: Classroom management and conflict intervention  

Lesson Plan Topic 1 (Presentations from groups 1 & 2)
	Final curriculum to site placement.

Topic 1 Lesson Plan

	Oct 1
	Lesson Plan Topic 2 (Presentations from groups 3 & 4)
	Topic 2 Lesson Plan

Topic 1 Field Notes

	Oct 8
	Lesson Plan Topic 3 (Presentations from groups 5 & 6)
	Topic 3 Lesson Plan

Topic 2 Field Notes

	Oct 15
	Conduct & Review Mid-Semester evaluations

Problem Solve

*Alumni reception*
	Mid-Semester evaluations.

	Oct 22
	Lesson Plan Topic 4 (Presentations from groups 7 & 8)
	Topic 4 Lesson Plan

Topic 3 Field Notes

	Oct 29
	Lesson Plan Topic 5 (Presentations from groups 8 & 9)
	Topic 5 Lesson Plan

Topic 4 Field Notes

	Nov 5
	TA Lecture

Guest Lecture: CKH Out of town

Lesson Plan Topic 6 (Presentations from groups 10 & 11)
	Topic 6 Lesson Plan

Topic 5 Field Notes

	Nov 12

Final Class!
	Review Evaluations

Prepare for next year
	Topic 6 Field Notes

Perform end of semester evaluations 

Turn in evaluations and self-reflection memos.


 Potential Lesson Topics
Sample Topics from We the Students: Supreme Court Cases for and About Students Textbook
· “We the People”: Our Constitution and Courts

· Voices and Choices: The First Amendment and Student Speech

· Freedom of the Student Press: All the News the School Sees Fit to Print

· The Wall of Separation between Church and School

· The Fourth Amendment: Searching the Student Body

· The Constitution and Student Discipline: “Due Process” and “Cruel and Unusual Punishment” at School

· Equal Protection against Race Discrimination: From Segregation to Multicultural Democracy

· The other Lines we Draw at School: Wealth, Gender, Citizenship, and Sexual Orientation

· Harassment in the Hallways: Sexual Harassment, Bullying, and the Law

· A Healthy Student Body: Disability, Privacy, Pregnancy, and Sexuality

Sample Topics from Youth Justice in America Textbook
· AMERICAN SOCIETY, CRIME, AND THE CONSTITUTION

· The Constitution and Crime

· “We the People” and the War on Drugs: Politicians and Their Families, Athletes, Entertainers

· Criminal Justice: Not the End of the Story

· The American System of Juvenile Justice

· WHAT IS CRIME?

· Constitutional Limits on Government’s Power to Make Crimes

· The Structure of Criminal Laws

· FOURTH AMENDMENT: PROTECTION FROM UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND SEIZURES

· The Right to Be Left Alone

· The Exclusionary Rule

· Reasonable Expectation of Privacy

· Fourth Amendment Search

· Other Expectations of Privacy

· What is a Seizure

· Probable Cause and the Warrant Requirement

·  EXCEPTIONS SWALLOW THE RULE: WARRANTLESS SEARCHES

· Hot Pursuit, Plain View, Search Incident to an Arrest, Automobile Exception, Consensual Searches, Reasonable Suspicion

· Exclusionary Rule Review

· SCHOOL SEARCHES

· Search of Belongings

· Drug Testing and After-School Activities

· Drug Testing for All Students? 

· Strip Searches

· Locker Searches

· Metal Detectors and the Constitution

· FIFTH AMENTMENT: PRIVILEGE AGAINST SELF-INCRIMINATION

· The Screaming Eagle

· Protections against Self-Incrimination

· Juveniles and the Miranda Warnings

· What is Custody? 

· Pull Over, Jack

· What is Interrogation? 

· The Dangers of False Confession

· SIXTH AMENDMENT: RIGHT TO COUNSEL

· The Right to Legal Counsel

· Role of Legal Counsel

· Role of the Defense

· Right to Counsel for Juveniles

· Right to Effective Counsel

· Reality of Ineffective Counsel

· A Quick Career Quiz

· CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT

· The Death Penalty Today

· The Death Penalty and Juveniles

· Execution of People with Mental Retardation

· Turning Over a New Leaf? 

· THE FUTURE OF YOUTH JUSTICE


· The Goals of Criminal Punishment

· Record Prison Populations

· The Racial Dynamics of the Criminal Justice System

· Felon and Ex-Felon Disenfranchisement

· Gendered Offenders

· Life in Prison without Parole

Resources
Sample Lesson Plans
· Street Law, Resource Library 
http://www.streetlaw.org/en/resource_library 
· University of Washington School of Law Street Law Lessons 
http://www.law.washington.edu/Clinics/Streetlaw/lessons.aspx
· Constitutional Rights Foundation
http://www.crf-usa.org/online-lessons-index/free-lessons-index.html 
http://www.crfc.org/teaching-materials 

· Human Rights Education, Library  
http://www.hrea.org/index.php?base_id=102 

· Deliberating in a Democracy
http://www.dda.deliberating.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&layout=blog&id=5&Itemid=37&lang=en 

· Bill of Rights Institute
http://billofrightsinstitute.org/resources/educator-resources/lessons-plans/ 

· Death Penalty Information Center
http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/educational-curricula-death-penalty 

· First Amendment Center
http://1forall.us/teach-the-first-amendment/ 
Forums
· Street Law, Educator Message boards http://streetlawteachers.org/ 

Concepts & Cases
· Street Law, Legal Concepts http://www.streetlaw.org/en/landmark/legal_concepts 

Pop Culture & Multimedia
· JAY-Z’S 99 PROBLEMS, VERSE 2: A CLOSE READING WITH FOURTH AMENDMENT GUIDANCE FOR COPS AND PERPS http://slu.edu/Documents/law/Law%20Journal/Archives/LJ56-2_Mason_Article.pdf 

· Deadly Game C-Bo 2002 Til My Casket Drops West Coast MafiaMisidentification to police

· 99 Problems Jay-Z 2003 The Black Album Def Jam Trunk/glove search

· Deuce-5 to Life X-Raided 1995 Xorcist Black Market 1st degree/felony murder

· Little Girls Too Short 1988 Born to Mack
Jive Statutory rape

· No More Questions Eazy-E 1988
Eazy Duz It Priority
Various crimes

· Revelationz Yukmouth 1999 Thugged Out: The Albulation (Disc 1) Virgin Records
Child abuse

· Don’t Gimme No Bammer (Weed) R.B.L. 1992 A Lesson to be Learned In A Minute Records Consumer and administrative

· Rosa Parks Outkast 1998 Aquemini La Face Civil rights

· Punk Police Mac Dre 1992 What’s Really Going On? Strictly Business Civil rights/ police brutality 

· Penitentiary Ice Cube 1998 War and Peace, Vol. I Priority Ozone depletion/ power

· Theme Music Comp. 2003 Theme Music to Drug Dealin and Killin Apt. 3/ DNA Ent.
Reading & Writing Assignments 
Assignment 1.

1. Read 

a. Who is or is not in your classroom?

i. Who are a we as law student teachers: Working With Diverse Groups

1. Peggy McIntosh, Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack (2 pages) http://www.deanza.edu/faculty/lewisjulie/White%20Priviledge%20Unpacking%20the%20Invisible%20Knapsack.pdf 

2. Dismantling Racism Works, Dismantling White Supremacy Culture (8 pages) http://www.dismantlingracism.org/Dismantling_Racism/liNKs_files/whitesupcul09.pdf 
3. Duncan Kennedy, Law School as Training for Hierarchy, in The Politics of Law: A Progressive Critique (David Kairys, ed., 3d ed. 1998) (22 pages)
http://www.duncankennedy.net/documents/Legal%20Education%20as%20Training%20for%20Hierarchy_Politics%20of%20Law.pdf 
4. Ascanio Piomelli, The Challenge of Democratic Lawyering, 77 Fordham L. Rev. 1383 (2009).  Part 1 a (pdf pgs 11-18)
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1364140
5. Ascanio Piomelli, The Democratic Roots of Collaborative Lawyering, 12 Clinical L. Rev. 541 (pdf pgs 2-27) (2006).http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1020721
ii. Who are your students: Working With Diverse Groups
1. Bonnie Benard, Resiliency Associates, Turning it Around for All Youth From Risk to Resilience (Pgs 1-3) http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/101/Turning_it_Around_for_All_Youth_From_Risk_to_Resilience
2. Excerpts from John P. Kreitzman & John L. McKnight, Building Communities From the Inside Out: A Path Toward Finding and Mobilizing a Community’s Assets 1-10, 13-14 
3. Silvia Rivera Law Project, Tips for Communicating with Transgender Clients in Prisoners’ Rights Cases http://srlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Tips-Trans-Prison-Cases-final.pdf 

iii. Who are our Community Resource People http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page/925/Community_Resource_People 

iv. Write

1. How do you think these readings will or will not apply to this seminar and your teaching? 

2. Compare lawyerning and teaching? How are your students similar or different from your future clients? 

3.  How do might these themes apply differently when teaching in custodial facilities (adult jail, juvenile facility) or in schools (traditional high school, continuation school, GED program).

Assignment 2

b. Deciding What To Teach
i. Best Practices in Law-Related Education (LRE), Street Law Inc. (3 pages)

http://www.streetlaw.org/en/publications/lawyers__law_students_teaching_in_the_community
c. Deciding How to Teach: Developing Lesson Plans/Teaching Activities
i. Learning Outcomes for Lesson Plans (1 page) http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page/940/Learning_Outcomes_for_Lesson_Plans 
ii. Writing Lesson Plans (1 page) http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page/941/Writing_Lesson_Plans 
iii. Teaching Strategies (1 page) http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page/907/Teaching_Strategies 
iv. Using Case Studies (1 page) http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page/900/Case_Study
v. Janet E. Mosher Legal Education: Nemesis or Ally of Social Movements
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1616079 
d. Deciding How to Teach: Connecting With Diverse Learning Styles

i. Overview 

ii. Best practices for each style. 

2. Write

a. A description of the classes you've enjoyed at law school, and why. 

b. A list of 6 teaching methods you think you would like to use in this course and a brief exploitation of your reasoning. 

c. Exercise: discovering your own learning style. 

Assignment 3

· Read (Skim) range of  hundreds of topics in links on syllabus 

· Links under “Resources”  “Sample Lesson Plans” 

· Read and compare and contrast lesson plan styles and content

· Laws Are Based on Values
http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/197/Youth_Courts_Lesson_16_Laws_are_Based_on_Values
· What is the Intent of the Law http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/500/Law_Student_Lesson_1_What_is_the_Intent_of_the_Law 

http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/196/Youth_Courts_Lesson_15_What_is_the_Intent_of_the_Law

· Should it Be A Crime http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/501/Law_Student_Lesson_2_Should_it_be_a_Crime
· Crimes and Consequences

http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/182/Youth_Courts_Lesson_1_Crimes_and_Consequences

· Bullying Assault and Sexual Harassment

http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/190/Youth_Courts_Lesson_9_Bullying_Assault_and_Sexual_Harassment

· What Happens in an Arrest http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/503/Law_Student_Lesson_4_What_Happens_in_an_Arrest
· What is the Role of Diversity in Juries

http://www.streetlaw.org/Documents/Document/Document/185/Youth_Courts_Lesson_4_A_Jury_of_Your_Peers__What_is_the_Role_of_Diversity_in_Juries

· Write

· A brief paper comparing and contrasting the sample lesson plans. Examples of comparisons you might make:

· What activities did you like more or less and why. 

· What topics did you like or dislike and why. 

· How might different audiences react to the different topics/activities.

· How might you need to change the timing for your audience?

· List the 6 topics you would most like to teach to your pupils (we will compare preferences and rank in class). Describe how each topic would stand alone. 

· The order you would put each of the topics in, and why that would make the semester flow. 

· A sample lesson plan for the topic you would most like to present in seminar class.
