UC Hastings College of the Law

California Constitutional Literacy Initiative

(Community Law Program)
Frequently Asked Questions
Q: What is the Constitutional Literacy Imitative Project?
A: The California Constitutional Literacy Initative at UC Hastings, now in its
 year, trains law student fellows
 to teach constitutional literacy and places student teams in local high schools and jails.  

Q: What is the commitment?
A: Fellows are required to commit on average 10 hours a week. Initially, the commitment will be more substantial, as the semester progresses, students will need less time to coordinate and prepare. 

1. Weekly Seminar: students must attend and actively participate in the 12 weekly seminar at Hastings. The Fall 2013 seminar meets Tuesdays from 3:30 to 6:50pm.

2. Site Placements: students much teach based on the needs of the site. High schools typically meet for 10 weeks, with each meeting lasting approximately 1.5 hours. Jail classes typically meet for 8 weeks, but two times a week, and classes last approximately 1.5 hours. Students must also spend time commuting to the site and corresponding with the on site staff. The commitment is approximately 2 hours per week. 

3. Curriculum Preparation: students are expected to prepare curriculum for the seminar and for their site placement. You will probably spend a few hours before each class preparing lessons in the beginning.  As you become more comfortable in the classroom, you will need less prep time. On average, the commitment is approximately 2.8 hours per week.

4. Homework and Field Notes: students must complete weekly reading assignments and homework assignments, including brief writing assignments and field notes about placements.  The commitment is approximately 2 hours per week.
Q: How are the fellows supervised?
A:  Fellows receive professor and TA support and supervision. Fellows also participate in a collaborative seminar, and receive peer support from other Fellows. Site placements vary in level of cooperating staff support and time commitment. Some high school placements are supported by staff teacher presence and classroom management, some are not. Jail placements receive some staff support, but not weekly classroom accompaniment supervision.  

Q: Will there be only one fellow teaching each course?
A: Its flexible.  Typically Fellows teach in pairs (high school) or teams (jail). Fellows are permitted to teach alone. Fellows have input in partner selection. With law school and other commitments, team-teaching alleviates some of the stress and responsibility of teaching solo and provides flexibility in the classroom for handling different needs of your students.
Q. Is there any training or supervision?
A. Training is based on a clinical legal education model. Training is front-loaded in the initial weeks of the seminar. Initially, this training is professor led, with reading and writing assignments as well as classroom practicum style exercises. Then the seminar shifts to a peer training and support model, with weekly field notes. There are other resources and forms of support as well, including a TA who performs site visits and provides feedback and suggestions after observing fellows teach.
Q: What do the fellows teach?  
A: Fellows, as well as their students, influence the subject matter of the courses. Subject matter differs between high school placements and jail placements. Fellows are polled for their interest in teaching potential topics. Fellows will survey their students to gauge interest in learning potential topics. 
Q: Are all schools the same?
A: No.  Each placement is unique.  The program teaches the entire spectrum – from freshmen to adults, from low achieving to AP students, from schools as small as 80 students to schools as large as 1400 students.

Q: At which schools do the Fellows teach?
A: Although the list changes from year to year, we have had fellows at the following schools: 

Q: Am I responsible for my own transportation?
A: Yes.  CCLI
 tries to provide a small transportation stipend to alleviate the costs, but it is not guaranteed and changes from year to year.  Some schools are not public transportation accessible. We cannot guarantee that everyone who does not have a car will be placed at an accessible school. If you do not have a vehicle, that may make participation more difficult and add to your time commitment.

Q: How do I apply?
A. 

�When did the Hastings program start?


�Should we call the students fellows to distinguish them? 


�?


�What the demographics are. Etc. 


�List of where we teach (list of past schools, broken down by type, i.e. hs, alternative, jail).


�? 


�link





